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MAN’S BEST FRIEND 

 

It was a crisp, fall day. Some leaves were crunching under my boots, while others floated up 

as my dog ran through the piles. Walks were a part of our daily routine; so was keeping Ellie from 

chasing rabbits and squirrels.  

 I spotted a couple of the bushy-tailed critters ahead and got Ellie’s attention on me so we 

could pass by them without incident. Ellie didn’t seem interested in them, anyway. Weird. In fact, 

she seemed damn near scared of them.  

 Our paths crossed with the squirrels. Ellie was glued to my side, as close as she could be 

without tripping me. The small pests stared us down, chattering. A very eerie feeling came over me. 

 As we neared our front door, Ellie started pulling in another direction. I let her take the lead. 

Maybe she had to pee again? I thought. 

Ellie stopped at the car. She put her paws on the door, then barked at me. Her big, brown 

eyes were pleading with me to get in.  

 “Well, Ellie, I have been meaning to visit mom.” I knelt down next to her. “What do you say 

we get packed up and take a long weekend with your dog grandma?” Ellie hopped on me and licked 

my face.  

 A few hours in the car and we were at my mother’s, sitting on the couch. Ellie snuggled 

between us, happy as a clam.  

 

 The next morning, I pulled out my computer. Opening my browser, my local news came up 

as default. The headlines were astonishing! 

SQUIRRELS DESCIMATE NEIGHBORHOOD 

 BOMBS DROPPED, NO SURVIVORS 

I looked up from my screen, mouth agape. I made eye contact with Ellie. She tilted her head 

wisely and wagged her tail. 

Always trust your dog. 
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IABDPresents.com 

 

An entertainment network of podcasts, written work, video series, 

and more, based in Columbus, Ohio! 

 

Check out some of our other programs! 

                                                                              

 

 

 

Nick Arganbright has been hosting The 

Good, The Bad, & The Geeky for over 

ten years! This pop-culture podcast 

talks all things geeky, including movies 

and TV, as well as doing live bits as in 

opening for IABD Radio Hour. Listen 

to the hundreds of episodes available 

now. 

It’s All Been Written is our annual 

short story competition! In its second 

year, we are currently accepting 

submissions. The theme this year is “If 

I had a million dollars.” (Yes, we want 

prose, not essays.) Check out the entry 

rules on our website. 


