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A Little Something Extra 

 
 Coffee. It’s what makes the world go ‘round. People make it at home, wait in line for it, 

overpay for it, and companies spend huge amounts of money on fancy machines to give their 

employees gallons of it. Nice gesture, but office coffee? Yuck. 

My duties were simple: clean the beastly large coffee makers, keep the beans filled, and stock 

the cups. Not the most glamourous job, but perfect for an awkward kid like me. 

“Jesus, kid. How long does it take to clean the machines? I need my coffee to get the day 

going!” said the man who was tall, broad shouldered, and wore a permanent scowl. Most people in 

this office were angry, self-important, and rude. Each breakroom has a ‘that guy,’ but this dude was 

the worst. He came in for coffee at the same time every day, knowing that’s the time I clean this 

unit. 

 “Man, calm down! It’s just coffee,” says a kind voice. Sarah was the only one who talked to 

me. She was nice, and pretty. 

The angry man glared at Sarah as he returned to his conference call. 

 “Don’t worry about him, Mick. Just keep doing what you’re doing.” Sarah put her mug 

under one of the freshly clean machines and pressed ‘Hot Chocolate.’ 

I put some supplies away in the corner. “Oh, look. A spider,” I said. 

“Yeah, well, spiders are useful. Take care of flies,” she replied. And with that, Sarah left the 

break room, off to whatever she did all day. 

I kept my eye on the spider. It had me wondering. In a building that employed around 

13,000 people, the breakroom corners with spiders must be nearly endless. 

 

Days passed. I continued to be yelled at more while doing my job. Why was coffee so important 

to those people? Didn’t they want clean machines? Didn’t they know about the bacteria that grew inside? 

 

Then, the day came. The day I showed the disrespectful people of my office what’s what. 

“You again. I thought I told you to clean this earlier,” the angry man complained. 
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“Oh, I just finished. I think you’ll like this brew. I added a little something extra,” I replied. 

The angry man put his cup under the drip and selected ‘Coffee.’ He added his cream and 

sugar, blew the steam away from the top, and drank. 

He spit his mouthful out into the breakroom sink. Chunks of something could be seen 

covered in cream and coffee. 

The angry man looked at the beans in the coffee machine to be ground. Things were 

moving. He got closer and he saw that inside the container crawled spiders! 

The angry man looked over to see me leaning against the door jam with my arms crossed 

and a smirk on my face, a lurking figure in the doorway. 

“You little shit!” His left-hand grasped my shirt and his right fist drove into my face. There 

was a sickening crunch and I was thrown to the ground. I landed on my back, still chortling. 

“Wipe that smirk off your face or I’ll do it for you!” he shouted. 

In response, I let out a laugh; a giggle, more like. An eerie sound that surely sent chills up the 

angry man’s spine, though he did his best not to let it show. 

“Whatever. I’m outta here. You’re a sick kid!” he shouted as he left. 

I just laid there, laughing. After some time, I got up, made myself a cup of coffee, and drank 

it black. Spiders and all. 
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IABDPresents.com 

 

An entertainment network of podcasts, written work, video series, 

and more, based in Columbus, Ohio! 

 

Check out some of our other programs! 

                                                                          

 

 
Last year’s It’s All Been Written short 

story contest winner is The Blindest 

Date by J.K. Jordan. As part of his 

prize, the story was adapted into a 

twenty minute audio production! 

Check it out! You can also buy the 

collections of winning stories. 

 

It’s not too late for you to enter this 

year’s contest! Rules are on our 

website, iabdpresents.com. 

Our flagship live show and podcast is 

It’s All Been Done Radio Hour. It’s a 

modern, geeky, scripted comedy in the 

style of old-timey radio serials. Attend 

our monthly, eighty-minute shows in 

Columbus, Ohio, or catch the 

recordings weekly, months later, on our 

podcast feed. 

 

More details at 

itsallbeendoneradiohour.com 


