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EXT. - DINER PARKING LOT - NIGHT

KEVIN and GERALD follow JANET past a couple of sorry-looking 
cars to an even sorrier-looking, windowless van.

GERALD
I don’t like the look of this. How 
do we even know she is who she 
says?

JANET
(rolls her eyes)

Get in.

She opens the back door of the van to reveal banks of 
electronic equipment and a couple of large bean bag chairs.

OPENING CREDITS

KEVIN awkwardly settles into a bean bag, while GERALD eyes 
the other one, picks it up, and sits on the floor, shoving it 
behind his back. JANET takes the sole chair in front of a 
console, then turns to look at them.

KEVIN
Wow, Janet. Just wow.

JANET
Shut up. Look, here’s the bottom 
line. Joe is going to keep coming 
for you. So is Luke.

GERALD
Luke’s the good one.

JANET
(scoffs)

There is no good one. They’re all 
bad.

GERALD
Not true. I pledged myself to Luke 
decades ago, and he’s left me to 
live my life in peace.

JANET
You call this living your life in 
peace?

GERALD
Well, no, but it’s not his fault.



JANET
God, you’re stupid. Luke isn’t any 
better than Joe, he’s just sneakier 
about it. And less violent. He 
doesn’t care about you. He just 
wanted your soul because it gives 
him more power, a higher score. And 
it gets him close to Kevin.

KEVIN
Why me? I’m not special

JANET
Yeah. You are. I don’t know why. I 
mean, obviously people like us are 
better than the norms-

GERALD
Hey!

JANET
-but I’ve never seen a Player go 
after a potential Player like this 
before. It’s weird.

KEVIN
Weird how?

JANET
Well, you’re new. If Joe or Luke 
recruits you for their team, and 
those are the two dominant teams in 
this part of the world, you can 
start gathering new souls for them. 
But so could plenty of other future 
Players.

I mean, yeah, we’re rare, but there 
are hundreds of us, and the supply 
isn’t drying up. I don’t know why 
they’d go after you any harder than 
they’d go after me or Jessica.

GERALD
You said you don’t play, so why 
would they go after you?

JANET
Ah, at last! Someone’s paying 
attention! That’s right, I don’t 
play. I can. I’m registered and 
have the power to collect souls. I 
just refuse to do so, and refuse to 
join a team.
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KEVIN
Great! I’ll do that! Then we can go 
home.

JANET
It’s your best bet, sure. But you 
don’t get to pick when you... 
transcend, for lack of a better 
word. And until you do, you’re fair 
game.

KEVIN
How did you do it?

JANET
(shrugs)

Once you’re ready to make a 
decision, it’s easy.

GERALD
But you’re so much younger than 
Kevin!

JANET
It’s not about age. It’s just... 
god, this sounds so corny, but it’s 
just accepting what you are. When 
you do, you’ll feel the change. And 
then you either pledge to a team 
immediately, like practically 
everyone does, or you don’t, like I 
did.

KEVIN
And there was no... consequence for 
sitting out?

JANET
Like I said, they’re obsessed with 
free will. Once you’re on the level 
with them, if you refuse to join, 
they leave you alone and move onto 
the next one.

GERALD
But if Kevin’s special, if they go 
after him this hard, do you really 
believe they’d just let him go?

JANET
They’d have to, as I understand it.
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KEVIN
Why didn’t you just tell me all of 
this before?

JANET
You weren’t ready to hear it. And 
it’s against the rules for any of 
us to explain the game to you 
before you become a Player. So I 
had to wait until you figured most 
of it out yourself.

KEVIN
Why?

JANET
Why what?

KEVIN
Why do you do this? I mean, you 
aren’t exactly nice or friendly. 
Why be in contact with my father 
for years? Why watch over me?

JANET
It’s not about you. It’s about 
sabotaging their game. We get to be 
these higher beings, and that’s 
what they waste their time doing, 
collecting soul points?

GERALD
No wonder you’re such an angry 
person.

JANET
We just met.

KEVIN
Yeah, but you’re always like this.

GERALD
It did come through in the online 
chat.

JANET
Whatever. So get out.

KEVIN
What? You’re just abandoning us?

JANET
I told you what’s what. That’s all 
I can do for you.
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KEVIN
But...

JANET
You think you’re the only person 
I’m keeping an eye on? I’ve got 
others to convince not to play some 
backwards sport.

KEVIN
But we need you!

JANET
To do what, wipe your ass? You 
heard me, it’s a decision you make. 
You have all the info now. Go make 
your decision.

GERALD nods and opens the door. KEVIN remains sitting, 
looking back and forth at the two of them, mouth agape.

KEVIN
I mean-

GERALD
Come on, Kevin.

KEVIN
But!

GERALD
Let’s go.

KEVIN reluctantly stands, slips on the beanbag, rights 
himself, then climbs out of the van after his father. JANET 
follows to slam the door behind them. We hear the van start 
and drive off, leaving KEVIN and GERALD standing in the 
parking lot.

END CREDITS
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