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INT. - JOE’S LIVING ROOM - NIGHT
Tastefully and sparsely decorated in an old-fashioned style. 
As JOE enters, he switches on a lamp.

JOE
Have a seat.

KEVIN follows and sits where JOE indicates while JOE goes 
into the kitchen, flips on another light, fills a tea kettle 
with water, and puts it on the stove.

JOE (CONT’D)
So?

KEVIN
So?

JOE
So, what do you think of my place? 
Is it as you imagined?

OPENING CREDITS
KEVIN

(on edge)
It’s fine.

JOE
Fine?

KEVIN
Yes. I’m sure you have some spiel 
about how a place reflects the 
person, and can draw all sorts or 
parallels between the decor and 
yourself, but I’m not interested in 
the bullshit.

JOE
Why are you here?

KEVIN
Because you basically blackmailed 
me into entering your house.

JOE
(tsk-ing)

I do not wish to blackmail you. You 
are important to me, yes, but I 
want you to join my team of your 
own free will.



KEVIN
Join your... team?

JOE
Yes, of course. What do you think 
this is all about?

KEVIN
I have no idea.

JOE
That is not exactly true now, is 
it?

KEVIN
I know you’re after me. I don’t 
know why. I know, for some reason, 
I’m important. I know you can’t 
have my dad, whatever that means, 
so you’re not after him, but are 
probably using him to get to me.

JOE
Is that all?

KEVIN
More or less.

JOE
I thought we were going to be 
honest with one another, Kevin?

KEVIN
I never said that.

JOE
I am disappointed; I really am. All 
of these months, I thought that 
maybe if I could just get you to 
sit down with me, to have a 
conversation, we might be able to 
clear up any misunderstanding. I 
have been looking for you-

KEVIN
(interrupting)

Well, you found me. And you’re 
wrong. There’s no misunderstanding 
here. What’s it going to take for 
you to release my dad and leave us 
alone?
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JOE
Honestly, Kevin, I wish I could do 
just that. But I cannot. You are 
too valuable.

KEVIN
Why? What makes me valuable?

JOE
You are better than everyone else, 
those simple peons wandering the 
world aimlessly. You are one of us. 
One who gets to be above it all.

KEVIN
Above it all? What the hell are you 
talking about?

JOE
Superior knowledge, superior skill, 
moving among the dumb, human 
population, but not as one of them.

KEVIN
(drawn into the 
conversation in spite of 
himself)

Are you saying... I’m an alien?
JOE

(laughs)
No, no, nothing so dramatic. You 
are of this Earth.

KEVIN
(confused)

OK... but I’m not human?
JOE

You are still human. But you will 
not be for much longer.

KEVIN
I don’t understand. Is this some 
sort of werewolf thing or 
something?

JOE
Kevin, Kevin. Set aside your 
notions from base entertainment. 
What you are will not be found in a 
young adult novel. You are 
something much more than that.
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KEVIN
(frustrated)

What am I?
JOE

You are A Player.
KEVIN

(not what he expected)
A player?

JOE
Yes. A Player in The Game. Or, more 
precisely, you will be soon.

KEVIN
(trying to figure it out)

You’re... A Player, too?
JOE

I am. Arguably the greatest in the 
world, though admittedly there are 
some who may disagree.

KEVIN
And you want me to play on your 
team?

JOE
Precisely.

KEVIN
(suspicious)

Is this some kind of gay thing?
JOE

(takes the question 
seriously)

No. Would that make it more 
appealing to you?

KEVIN
(still confused)

No. I guess, I just still don’t 
understand. If you want me to play 
some sort of game with you, why 
didn’t you just come out and ask 
me?

JOE
It does not work like that, I am 
afraid. That would break the rules 
of the game.
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KEVIN
Are you breaking the rules by 
talking to me about this now?

JOE
I do not think so, though we have 
crossed into grey territory. But I 
believe you know enough that this 
is fair.

KEVIN
(thinks he understands)

So if I say I’ll play The Game with 
you, that’s it, this is over?

JOE
You would actually need to play. 
You cannot just say you will play 
and then go hide.

KEVIN
(still suspicious)

What’s the catch?
JOE

Catch?
KEVIN

(disbelief)
What’s the trick? Surely, it can’t 
be as simple as agreeing to play 
with you?

JOE
It is absolutely that simple. Will 
you join me?

KEVIN
(guarded, but considering; 
could it really be this 
easy?)

Maybe. What are the rules of this 
game?

Tea kettle whistles.
JOE

Ah. Let me pour us some tea and we 
can continue this discussion.

KD comes barreling up the stairs and knocks JOE over as he 
reaches for the kettle. KEVIN stands up, shocked. KD looks up 
as he wrestles on the floor with an irate JOE.
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KD
Kevin, run!

KEVIN
Dad, it’s all right. We’re-

KD
I heard every word. He’s trying to 
trick you. Run now!

JOE
Kevin, do not listen to him.

KD
Go, son! Now!

KEVIN is torn by indecision for a second, but only a second. 
He grabs the kettle off the stove and bashes JOE, who has 
rolled on top of KD, in the face with it. JOE falls back. KD 
jumps to his feet, grabs KEVIN’s elbow, and pulls him towards 
the front door as JOE howls in pain. KEVIN and KD run out 
into the night.
ENDING CREDITS
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