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EXT. – BUS STOP – AFTERNOON
JOE is standing in a trench coat, glancing at his watch 
impatiently, a small satchel beside him. THE SERVER, who we 
now know to be named LUKE, approaches, looking unhurried and 
slightly amused.

LUKE
Waiting for someone?

JOE
The bus.

LUKE
It’s running six minutes late.

JOE
How do you know that?

LUKE
(shrugging)

How does anyone know anything?
JOE

Forget I asked.

OPENING CREDITS
LUKE

So, where are you going, Joe?
JOE

I have a feeling that you already 
know.

LUKE
Perhaps I do. But can’t a fellow 
make conversation?

JOE
If a fellow is an idiot.

LUKE
Funny, I thought you liked talking.

JOE
Only to people that matter.

LUKE
Or only when the conversation is 
going your way?



JOE
(grunts)

LUKE
We used to be friends, Joe.

JOE
We were never friends.

LUKE
You wound me.

JOE
We have always been competitors.

LUKE
All right, colleagues then. With 
respect and civility in regards to 
one another.

JOE
That was before I knew you well.

LUKE
My, you are testy this morning, 
aren’t you?

JOE doesn’t answer.
LUKE (CONT'D)

Well, when you see Kevin, say hello 
to him for me.

JOE
Who should I say said hello? 
Shirley the waitress?

LUKE
You think Kevin doesn’t know who I 
am?

JOE
Why would he? You have never gone 
with the direct approach. I do not 
know how you have been as 
successful in competition as you 
have been.

LUKE
Well, I imagine Kevin has learned a 
great deal since he left town, 
especially after that conversation 
with you the other night.
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JOE
Yes, we talked. So what? I did not 
break any rules.

LUKE
I'm not so sure about that, but I'm 
not going to press the matter. Be 
careful, though, Joe. I want to win 
fairly.

JOE
What do you mean by that?

LUKE
Just that you’ve been sloppy. 
Overconfident. You’ve really given 
me, and him, an advantage over you.

JOE
(scoffs)

A mere mortal does not have any 
advantage over me.

LUKE
Kevin is not a mere mortal.

JOE
For now he is.

LUKE
Not for much longer.

JOE
I agree with that. It is time for 
him to begin playing. He will make 
a choice soon.

LUKE
Not everyone thinks as you do, Joe. 
Maybe he doesn’t want to play The 
Game.

JOE
He must declare a side.

LUKE
Maybe, maybe not. Some handle the 
transition better than others. Some 
don’t want it at all.

JOE
Who would not want to be what we 
are?
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LUKE
Joe, Joe, Joe. All these years and 
you still understand nothing about 
mankind. About their stubbornness, 
their rebellion. Has it been so 
long since you’ve been human that 
you’ve forgotten what it’s like?

JOE
I was never like most humans.

LUKE
Now that, I do believe.

JOE
Of course you do. You know that I 
cannot lie.

LUKE
It's just an expression, Joe.

JOE
I do not see a bag with you.

LUKE
That’s correct.

JOE
You know that I am going to Kevin. 
I suspect that means you know where 
he is, too.

LUKE
Also correct, on both counts.

JOE
Are you giving up on him?

LUKE
I'm playing the long game, Joe.

JOE
You cannot play The Game if you 
aren’t even near the pieces.

LUKE
I think we’ve established by now 
that we play The Game very 
differently from one another.

JOE
I do not understand how you even 
consider yourself to be playing at 
all.
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LUKE
That’s your problem, Joe. If you 
can’t see your opponent, how will 
you beat him?

The bus pulls up. JOE picks up his bag and moves towards it. 
Several others move, too, getting on ahead of him.

LUKE (CONT'D)
Enjoy your trip, Joe.

JOE
It will be refreshing to play 
without your interference. 
Especially when we are so close to 
the end.

LUKE
I think the end is further than you 
expect. And you're about to find 
something else you won't expect.

JOE
What is that?

LUKE
You’ll miss me, as I will you.

JOE
I find that highly unlikely.

LUKE
You will. You’ll see. By the time 
you get back here-

JOE
(interrupting)

If I achieve victory there, I will 
not be coming back here.

LUKE
I suspect you’ll be back here 
before you know it. Fare thee well, 
friend!

JOE
(grunts)

JOE gets on the bus, looking annoyed. LUKE smiles and waves 
as the bus pulls out of sight.

ENDING CREDITS
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