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INT. – CHURCH HALL – EVENING
A small circle of chairs has been set up, similar to AA, 
except that those who are attending have journals and note 
pads full of writing, though look no less haggard. There are 
six chairs, JESSICA (aka DAWN) is at one of them. The rest 
are: BRIAN, mid-fifties, looks homeless; JANET, early 
twenties, preppy, mousy; DARLENE, early sixties, white hair, 
heavy set; KEITH, tall, late thirties, balding, gaunt; and 
ROSITA, late forties, larger but strong.

JESSICA
We have to make a move!

DARLENE
I know yer impatient, honey, but it 
jus’ ain’t safe yet. Let us-

JESSICA
Let you do what? Plan some more? 
How much longer? Another six 
months? Two years? A decade? It’s 
never going to be safe. You know 
that, right? You’re not stupid.

BRIAN
There’s no need for that, Dawn. 
Darlene is just sayin’ we should 
try to be smart about this.

DARLENE
Thank you, Brian.

JANET
I agree with Dawn. We should act.

KEITH
I don’t know, Janet. Darlene’s 
right. We really don’t have enough 
information.

JESSICA
How much will be enough, Keith? We 
know where he is.

KEITH
We don’t know what he’s prepared.

KEVIN appears in the doorway, looking hesitant.
KEVIN

Mind if I join?



OPENING CREDITS
ROSITA

Who is he?
DARLENE

Shh, Rosita. That’s her man.
JESSICA

Kevin? I thought you weren’t 
coming.

KEVIN
I… thought I’d check it out. If you 
want me to go…

BRIAN
Pull up a chair, son.

KEVIN
Jess?

ROSITA
Who's Jess?

DARLENE
Shush!

JESSICA looks at him for a moment, unsure and suspicious 
about the change of heart, then turns back to the group, 
answering without looking at him.

JESSICA
Chairs are over there. You should 
be a part of this. We were 
discussing your father.

KEVIN crosses the room and grabs a metal folding chair. As he 
approaches the circle, JESSICA makes no move to make room for 
him. Seeing this, DARLENE and KEITH scoot aside and KEVIN 
sits down between them.

KEVIN
Thanks.

JESSICA
So where were we?

JANET
You and I think we should mount a 
rescue of Gerald. Darlene, Brian, 
and Keith think we should wait for 
more information. And Rosita hasn’t 
chosen sides.
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ROSITA
I do not see why we need to choose 
sides. We’re all same side here.

KEVIN
(cautiously)

You know where my father’s being 
held?

JESSICA doesn’t meet KEVIN’s eyes.
DARLENE

Yes, doll. Joe has him in his 
house.

KEVIN
How long have you known this?

BRIAN
Just found out this mornin’. We all 
know a little bit o' what Joe is 
capable of, but we don’t know the 
full extent of his powers.

KEITH
We also don’t know what booby traps 
he might have waiting for us.

JANET
He’s got superhuman abilities. Why 
would he have booby traps, Keith?

KEITH
He might.

JANET
You were the one at his house. Did 
you see anything?

KEITH
No, but it doesn’t mean they’re not 
there.

DARLENE
Exactly, darlin’. I’m all fer 
breakin’ the poor man out, but we 
need to know what we’re goin’ into.

JESSICA
By then it might be too late.

DARLENE
Joe’s had him for six months-
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JANET
Seven.

DARLENE
Right, seven months. If he hasn’t 
hurt him yet, why would he?

JESSICA
You know what he did to me. To my 
family. Joe’s a monster. Every day 
we leave an innocent life in his 
hands-

ROSITA
Gerald belongs to Luke. Luke will 
keep him safe.

JANET
Safe? Like allowing him to get 
kidnapped? That doesn’t fit my 
definition of safe.

KEITH
He’s your dad. What do you think, 
Kevin?

KEVIN
I… I shouldn’t have come here.

KEVIN gets up abruptly and leaves the meeting to the surprise 
of all, who watch him leave, but JESSICA, who doesn't look 
surprised, face a neutral expression.

JANET
He’s the special one? Why?

DARLENE
Shush now.

JANET
How has Joe not gotten him yet?

ROSITA
We do not know Kevin. We should not 
judge.

JESSICA
Judge away.

DARLENE
Now, Dawn…
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JESSICA
No. I’m sick of it. We’re here 
talking about risking our lives to 
save his dad. His dad. And all he 
wants to do is hide in a basement. 
You can judge him. I’m judging him.

BRIAN
Maybe we should table the debate 
about rescuing Gerald for now. Any 
other reports?

JESSICA
Same as always. Multiple sightings 
of both Joe and Luke in Madison.

DARLENE
I wonder why they’re not moving. 
Those two haven’t hung around one 
place so long in years!

KEITH
As far as we know, but we don’t 
know everything.

Murmurs of agreement.

ENDING CREDITS
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