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INT. - KITCHEN - DARLENE’S HOUSE
DARLENE bustles around a farmhouse-themed kitchen. BRIAN 
looks on happily. JESSICA sits uncomfortably.

JESSICA
Are you sure this is OK, Darlene? 
I’m not imposing?

DARLENE
It’s fine, honey. You’re a skinny 
little bird; I’ll bet you don’t eat 
nothin’ more than a few crumbs.

DARLENE pulls out a huge pan of lasagna from the oven.
JESSICA

Oh. I guess that’s probably enough.
BRIAN

(with a smile)
You haven’t seen me eat.

OPENING CREDITS
DARLENE puts the dish down on the table, wipes her hands on 
an apron, and joins her guests. BRIAN offers JESSICA a 
bottle.

BRIAN (CONT’D)
Wine?

JESSICA
Uh...

DARLENE
Come on, honey. Relax.

JESSICA
All right. Half a glass then.

BRIAN chuckles and pours half a glass for her. DARLENE scoops 
heaping portions of supper on the plates in front of each. 
JESSICA drinks throughout the scene, especially when things 
get uncomfortable.

DARLENE
Don’t be stingy now, Brian. You 
know I have plenty.

BRIAN
Just givin’ the girl what she asked 
for.



JESSICA
Thank you for having me.

DARLENE
No need to stand on formality, 
honey. Besides, you brought 
somethin’ for us.

JESSICA
I did?

DARLENE
Gossip! I’ve been tryin’ to get you 
over here ever since you got to 
town last month so we can get the 
scoop on you and your boy toy.

JESSICA
Kevin?

DARLENE
Yes, Kevin. Unless you have another 
one?

BRIAN
Oh, Darlene. Be nice.

DARLENE
I am bein’ nice. We don’t know her 
proclivities. But we’ll be happy to 
hear about ‘em. No judgment here.

JESSICA
Um, well, just normal ones I guess.

BRIAN
You’re embarrassing her, Darlene.

DARLENE
Sorry, sugar. I jus’ mean, you two 
have been holed up in Rosita’s 
basement since you got here. I only 
see you at meetin’s. What is your 
story?

DARLENE refills Jessica’s nearly empty glass, all the way up 
this time.

JESSICA
Not a lot to tell. Like you both, I 
lost loved ones to Joe, and I’ve 
been hunting him ever since.
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DARLENE
But you got involved with Kevin, 
and he’s the big one, right? What’s 
the deal there? Just playin’ him 
until you can figure out how to use 
him against Joe?

BRIAN
Darlene!

DARLENE
It’s a fair question. They don’t 
seem that chummy. He doesn’t even 
call her by her real name.

JESSICA
We are plenty... chummy. I’m not 
playing him. When we met, I was 
hiding out and going by Jessica, 
and it just feels like that’s his 
special name for me. He said he’d 
call me whatever I wanted.

BRIAN
That’s lovely.

DARLENE
Well, hun, I hope you know what 
you’re doin’ then. Sleepin’ with 
Joe’s number one target ain’t for 
the faint of heart. Puts you smack 
in his bullseye.

BRIAN
(gently)

Did you know who Kevin was when you 
two began dating?

JESSICA
Yeah... I did. He didn’t know who I 
was, but I knew why Joe had come to 
Madison.

DARLENE
And that didn’t make you think 
twice?

JESSICA
Of course it did. But Kevin was so 
sweet. If you’d seen his face when 
he’d asked me out, you would’ve 
said yes, too.
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DARLENE
But you don’t seem to be in the 
honeymoon phase any more.

JESSICA
No, we’ve had a rough patch, but 
he’s trying.

BRIAN
(sympathetic)

Bein’ on the run is hard. It’ll 
stress out any couple.

JESSICA
It’s not that. I think we’d both 
already made our own plans for how 
to deal with this and assumed the 
other one would follow. But it 
turns out, our plans are completely 
different and not at all 
compatible. So now we’re just 
figuring out how to work together.

DARLENE
And what plans are those?

JESSICA
I don’t think...

DARLENE
Come on now. If it affects what 
we’re doin’, we have a right t’ 
know.

BRIAN
Easy, Darlene. She just got him to 
a meeting. Give him time to warm up 
to us and I’m sure he’ll share 
things in his own time.

JESSICA
I’m sure he will, too. He’s a good 
guy.

DARLENE
Of course he is. I didn’t say he 
wasn’t. Jus’ makes me uneasy when a 
group our size, doin’ the dangerous 
things we do, starts keepin’ 
secrets from one another.
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JESSICA
Maybe you should ask Keith what his 
secret is, then. He seemed off the 
other day.

DARLENE
Oh, there’s no secret there. He and 
Rosita bumped uglies and he feels 
guilty about it because he doesn’t 
want a relationship. Doesn’t 
realize she doesn’t neither. If 
he’d just talk to her, it’d clear 
all that up.

JESSICA
Oh. Are you sure?

DARLENE
Of course I’m sure. I always know 
when it comes to sex. Though I’d 
think a blind man coulda seen this 
one.

JESSICA
Doesn’t that sort of thing worry 
you? I mean, if they-

BRIAN
(interrupting)

They’ll be fine. Everyone gets a 
little lonely from time to time. 
But if you’re lucky, you’ll have 
some comfort in the cold nights.

DARLENE
Oh, hush, you sappy romantic.

BRIAN
I was talking about Dawn and Kevin.

DARLENE
(sarcastic)

Of course you were.
BRIAN

Eat up, Dawn. Wouldn’t want all 
that wine to interact with an empty 
stomach.

JESSICA
Right. Of course.

ENDING CREDITS
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